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The Equality Act 2010 requires the Council to have due regard to the need to 

· eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation;

· advance equality of opportunity between different groups; and

· foster good relations between different groups

Section 1: What is being assessed?
1.1
Name of proposal to be assessed.

Higher than inflation increase in the Garden Waste subscription fee.
1.2
Describe the proposal under assessment and what change it would result in if implemented.

Garden Waste subscription fees are to be increased at a rate that is higher than 
inflation to generate additional income for the Council which is facing ever 
increasing budget pressures.
Section 2: What the impact of the proposal is likely to be

2.1 Will this proposal advance equality of opportunity for people who share a protected characteristic and/or foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and those that do not? If yes, please explain further.


No
2.2 Will this proposal have a positive impact and help to eliminate discrimination and harassment against, or the victimisation of people who share a protected characteristic? If yes, please explain further.

No
2.3 Will this proposal potentially have a negative or disproportionate impact on people who share a protected characteristic?  If yes, please explain further. 

This proposal is likely to have no or a low impact on everyone. The exception is people on low incomes for whom the price increase will have a greater impact.  Increasing the annual charge by £3 per annum may result in the service being unaffordable to some residents.
2.4
Please indicate the level of negative impact on each of the protected characteristics?

(Please indicate high (H), medium (M), low (L), no effect (N) for each) 

	Protected Characteristics:
	Impact

(H, M, L, N)

	Age
	N

	Disability
	N

	Gender reassignment
	N

	Race
	N

	Religion/Belief
	N

	Pregnancy and maternity
	N

	Sexual Orientation
	N

	Sex
	N

	Marriage and civil partnership
	N

	Additional Consideration:
	

	Low income/low wage
	L


2.5 
How could the disproportionate negative impacts be mitigated or eliminated? 
(Note: Legislation and best practice require mitigations to be considered, but need only be put in place if it is possible.) 
Though considered no mitigations have yet been identified.
Section 3: Dependencies from other proposals 

3.1
Please consider which other services would need to know about your proposal and the impacts you have identified.  Identify below which services you have consulted, and any consequent additional equality impacts that have been identified. 
Over 65% of Council’s now charge for the collection of Garden Waste with prices ranging from £22 to £96 per annum. The original proposal for this service was £40 per annum, this was revised down to £35 plus early bird discount of 20% to encourage customers to sign up. This new increase brings the charge to original proposed annual fee.
As expected, when this service was introduced the customer base reduced by two thirds which is generally the level all other Councils have experienced when introducing a chargeable service.

Section 4: What evidence you have used?
4.1
What evidence do you hold to back up this assessment? 

The original consultation responses provided via analysis of a questionnaire that 
generated 242 responses. 

Feedback from the original consultation held in relation to this proposal showed that of the respondents who were currently receiving the service and who provided feedback, 64.8% of those respondents were not prepared to pay for the service, while 23.7% were willing to pay for the service. Of the 242 respondents willing to pay for the service; 75% are willing to pay £30, 10% £35, 8% £40, 5% £45 and 2% declined to answer. 

A concern was raised regarding a possible increase in fly-tipping and the use of residual waste bins for Garden Waste if the service becomes chargeable. It was also suggested that there would be a significant increase in the amount of garden waste being taken to Household Waste Sites if garden waste collection became a chargeable service.
Following this service being live now for 4 years, there is no evidence to suggest any increase in fly-tipped garden waste or garden waste in residual bins. There has been an increase in garden waste being taken to the HWRC, but it has been a manageable amount.
4.2
Do you need further evidence?


No
Section 5: Consultation Feedback

5.1
Results from any previous consultations prior to the proposal development.

Stated above
5.2
The departmental feedback you provided on the previous consultation (as at 
5.1).

N/A
5.3
Feedback from current consultation following the proposal development (e.g. following approval by Executive for budget consultation).

N/A
5.4
Your departmental response to the feedback on the current consultation (as at 5.3) – include any changes made to the proposal as a result of the feedback.

N/A
PAGE  
4

